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- WASHINGTON —- 'P,res;dem ‘Rea :
‘gan’s supporiers aepnm the United |
Swates as a.pitiful, helpless giant in
‘Central America, trying todfight.com-
munist treachery, as:one says *"wn,h
-one handxtied behind s back’- -
That is what -will happén, they say. .
if Congresscuts off money 10 support
@ secret war against the Jefrist Sandi- |
nista government in Nicaragua, :
. But Redgan's opponents say the is-
sué in the congressional debate over -
Mcaragna “is:quite different ‘They
ask: “Can — or should —a democrat-
icsociery try lofight & controversxal
covert war?™. .
in fact. thedebate has *ralsed'nnre»
solved issues:about presidential POW- -
- €r5 and secret'wars that have haum
ed the nation sincethe tragedy atthe
Bav of Pigs in Cubg in 1961 .
3. Ray Cline. former head oftintelli~}
j.gence for the State Department, has:
{Fargued 1hat President Reagan:should
."be abie 10 wage a secret war against
Sk lne Sendinistas. and other :intelli-:
“-gence specialists have agreed ~ !

““The. Soviets- and ‘Cubans operate
secret wars,” Cline said. “We have 10
- be-able 10 counter them at their own ‘
. game. with the only ‘kinds of meth |
ods that will work.™ '

- Turner disagreed. It was, e has writ-
t ten.:a mistake -for the ClA. 10 .gert,
& mvolved m Nicaragua, . "= - ;

* -“Turner has*argued 1hat Lhe lessons

e of amoders ‘history: in.an-age of in-
<>'51am commumcanon proverthat @
;‘democranc sgciety cannovengage in
“covert.imelligence -operations: that
. “mightbepolitically controversial be--

- But former'CiA Director, Stansneid '

.. trolled by Democrats, approved a res-
_.olution Tuesday~1to prohibit United
* States support for ‘military-or para-

~. “The narrow argument :was that
- Reagan had.ignored acongressional,

. ~ding US. supportJor.efforts 10over-
.throw-the Sandinista government. . :
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cause they qnevixably wxllbeexposed
and thus will backfire.’

eHe,added that -some covertaetivi-- _

ties-might-be ‘justified “because they
would -have.broad.public_suppor 4f -

exposed ““but.the Nicaragua -opers- .

mn is noyzonepldhem.”: - ..

vert -action *in “Nicarague . goes Jar

beyond thé question of whether Res- -

gan violated the law by secredy sup-

‘porting anti-Sandinista guerrilias.— '
the issneinitially raised by members
of the House intelligence Committee.

¥ Manyin Congress —mostly Demo-
crats, but also a few Republicans —
are chal}engmg Reagan's hard-line
policies. in Central America. They
also question whether: his preSJden
nal powersshould be restricted,

. .And “they -are-raising basic gques-
x:ons about.covert action by the CIA.
Such questions'have torn the agency

apart with-internal power struggles -

Tecently and threaten 10 do so again.

v Congressional critics do not want

10 rule out covert intelligence activi-

:ues ‘but weuid sherply restrict them.
~"The.congressional'move:to cut 6ff !

aid ~to~the ~Nicaragnan-~rebels ~bes -

been cast ip terms of preventing the

- Reagan -administration-from violat-
 ing the law. Beneath the surface,.it

has been ‘much more thap that. -

In"a partv-line vofe, the ‘House In.:

telligence Committee, which is con-

military operations in Nicaragua.”

‘mandate -of.Jast. December forbid-

:: The congressional ‘debate ovérco» -

But members ofthe Honse commit--

" tee.did ot talk of - -legalities.They
~ giscussed the resolution in terms of
" -oppositionio Reagab's-overall rCen .

'”\,

“tral American-policies:: .
Commmee Chairman: Edward Bc»
Iahd (D., Mass.) said Reagan's secret |

_ support had become-. -counterproduc-

tive, meaning that the United States
was making enemles by nnderwm

* -ing a'secret-army. -

Fundamentally,.the Democrats be-
lieve that Reagan is trying 1o win

.- milimrﬂy"‘hr ‘Central ~Americe “be-
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;xn tmmary iter.xns
negotiations.

ey are;see;;mg ;

e B
;

The ‘Senate ««in!e]hgence “Commit- -

"> tee, however, =wh1chns controlied by
_Republi y.:10 permit
I megnnnance it :mvertinsupportarior
‘Nicaraguan rebelszat Jeast untitithe -
7 end of September} ea:r-xng the fatenf
a' ’Reagan S prog ;
. The comiiites. salso demanded 2
repon by _1he:endsof Septemberon |
;Reagan S ob;ecm:esm Centrai Amer—
rodca AN
" Reagan castthe ’argnmem mmh»
tary 1erms *in san ‘interview with
~White House'- correspondents
.‘Wednesday. He pictured the Nicara-
guan rebels as “freedom fighters”
_-and argued. that.tbe .United States
- -Inust Support.those who«oppOSe dma
1torial lefrist regimes. -
- The-debate over aoven snpport ‘of
warfare in Central America:also-cen-
ters on -whether ‘the President
should do what :he ‘thinks is neces-
sary if he believes the nation’s secu-
rity is at.stake. :
The clearest’ statement of Reagan S
v --grtitude on msqnstm SCame WO

_.weeks ago fram_White_House coun-

sefor Edwin Meese 3d, who 1old re-
poriers: "It is the responsibility of
‘the president 10 conduct foreign poli-
~¢y. Limitations on that by Congress
.are . 1mproper as far @ I'm con-
‘cern S

Reagan ‘has: xaken the«same pos;. :

‘tion. He said in his Apri} 27 speech 10

-a joint session-of Congress:that “the

matwnaksecnng»of 2llthe Americas

-3s ar-siake in Gentrél America” And
3he saig Wednaedaymm ‘the ‘House -

‘was geeking o 1aKeaway “the ability

" tof-the¢ .executive branch to carry.out
~_ns consnmnomﬂ sresponsibilities™ : .
“To Reagan the issne is-whether he

- -can uo his job as:bethinks it needs 1o
- be done.: In-the background is the

question of the Tolepf-covert action

by the CIA. which, through most of

its history, has operated withont pub-
lic or congressional scrutiny. .
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